Appointment

From: Yeh, Alice [Yeh.Alice@epa.gov]
Sent: 9/30/2015 3:35:40 PM
To: Basso, Ray [Basso.Ray@epa.gov]; Butler, Elizabeth [Butler.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Vaughn, Stephanie

[Vaughn.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Flanagan, Sarah [Flanagan.Sarah@epa.gov]; Kelley, Sophia
[Kelley.JessicaSophia@epa.gov]

cC: Sivak, Michael [Sivak.Michael@epa.gov]

Subject: GAQ Passaic site visit and request for documents

Location: Ray's office or call 844-637-3111, conf ext 84427, access code 123456
Start: 10/1/2015 1:30:00 PM

End: 10/1/2015 2:30:00 PM

Show Time As: Tentative

From: "Ryan, Emily M" <ByanE@gao.gov>

Date: September 30, 2015 at 9:51:20 AM EDT

To: "Mugdan, Walter'™ <Muzdan Wabker@soa.gov>

Cc: ""DeHart, Nicole™ <DeMart. Nicole@epa.gov>, "Carroll, Gregory P" <CarroliG @ rzan.gov>, "Frisch, Janet E"
<Frisehi®gao gov>

Subject: GAO Study of Superfund Sediment Sites - Region 2 Site Visit

Dear Walter,

Thank you again to you and your colleagues for meeting with us recently to discuss the Region’s approach to
Superfund sediment sites. We found the discussion to be very informative. As discussed during the call, we
would like to conduct a site visit at two sediment sites in the Region, and have determined that the Lower
Passaic and Gowanus Canal sites would best fit our methodology for this study. We would like to hold this visit
from October 20-October 22 (mid-day), and hope that these dates also work for the Region.

During this visit, we would like to hold the following meetings:

e Meeting with Regional Leadership to discuss both sites {(would be nice to have as a “kick-off” meeting
on 20" if leadership is available)

e Meeting with Lower Passaic RPM

e Meeting with Lower Passaic Cooperating Parties Group representative

¢ Meeting with Lower Passaic community involvement coordinator

e Meeting with Gowanus Canal RPM

e Meeting with Gowanus Canal PRP group representative

e Meeting with Gowanus Canal community involvement coordinator

We would also like to have a tour of both sites, though we recognize that there might not be much to “see”.
However, we think it would be helpful for us to view a section or sections of the sites to understand the
rationale behind some of the remedy selection decisions and challenges EPA faces in managing these sites. We
would be happy to help in the development of a schedule for a site visit to the extent that the Region would
like our assistance, such as by scheduling the meetings with the PRP groups and community involvement
coordinator. If the Region would prefer for us to schedule some of these meetings, we would appreciate you
sending us the relevant contact information for these parties. If time permits, we would like to schedule about
90 minutes for each of the above meetings.
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In light of our interest in the Lower Passaic and Gowanus Canal sites, at this time we would also like to request
some documents related to these sites:
e For both sites we would like copies of the “Consideration Memos” submitted to the CSTAG on how
the sites have addressed the 11 Principles for Managing Contaminated Sediment Risks.
e For the Lower Passaic site, we would like a copy of any comments the Region has received on the
Proposed Plan from OSRTI. In addition, we have a copy of the comments on the Proposed Plan from
NRRB and CSTAG dated April 11, 2014, and the Region’s response to this memo also dated April 11,
2014, but if there have been additional communications between these groups and the Region we
would also like to request those documents.
e For the Gowanus Canal, we would also like to request a copy of any comments the Region received on
the 2012 Proposed Plan from OSRTI. In addition, we have a copy of the comments on the Proposed
Plan from NRRB and CSTAG dated November 28, 2012, and the Region’s response to this memo dated
December 28, 2012, but if there had been any additional communications between these groups and
the Region we would also like to request those documents.

If you think there are any other documents you think we should review for these two sites in advance of our
visit, related to how the Region implemented EPA’s policies, procedures, and guidance for sites, and how EPA
entities have coordinated their review of the remedy selection for these sites, we would be happy to receive
them, or web links to them.

We thank you and your staff in advance for your assistance with this request. If it would be helpful to schedule
a quick meeting to discuss the site visit, I'd be happy to arrange something this week. Please let me know if
you have any other questions.

Sincerely,

Emily

Emily M. Ryan

Senior Analyst, Natural Resources and Environment
US Government Accountability Office

(202) 512-8554

rvane@gao.gov
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